
The Travel Manifesto  
BMBL offe rs  an advance d play bas e ba ll program  tha t  is  cons ide re d 

one  of t he  be s t  in t he  s urrounding  a re a . Be ing  chos e n to  coach on one  of our 
advance d play t e am s  s hould be  handle d with re s pe ct , honor and dignity.  Not  
only a re  you re pre s e nt ing  your t e am  but  you a re  re pre s e nt ing  the  long  
his tory of Boye rtown Bas e ba ll, BMBL and the  Boye rtown com m unit y.  
P le as e  ke e p this  in m ind e ve ry t im e  you pract ice , p lay a  gam e , hold 
fundra is ing  e ve nt s , m ake  com m e nt s  online , hos t  t ournam e nt s  and whe n 
as ke d to  volunte e r.   The  program  is  m ore  im port ant  t han any one  of our 
t e am s .    

The  following  docum e nt  will he lp  guide  e ve ryone  and ke e p a ll t e am s  on 
the  s am e  t rack throughout  t he ir t im e  in this  program .  We  have  out line d 
what  e ve ryone  ne e ds  to  know and what  t he y can e xpe ct  m oving  forward.  
The s e  rule s  and guide line s  a re  m e ant  t o  he lp  coache s  plan and m anage  the ir 
t e am s  to  e ns ure  we  cont inue  to  re pre s e nt  Boye rtown Bas e ba ll in a  pos it ive  
way and cont inue  ke e ping  it  t he  gold s t andard program  in the  a re a . 

  



Rules and Guidelines  

I. Try -Outs  
A. 9 U te ams  through 12U (Black Be ars ) will have  the ir t e ams  forme d in t he  fa ll. 

Dat e s  will be  de te rm ine d by the  Trave l Board.  
B. 12U t ryouts  will go firs t  followe d by 11U and s o on.  
C. Tryout s  will be  coordina t e d and run by the  Trave l Comm it te e .  
D. He ad coache s  m ay be  pre se nt  for t he ir t ryouts  but  will not  he lp out  during  

t ryouts . 
E. P are nts  will drop off part ic ipants  and re turn whe n t ryout  is  com ple te d. 
F. P laye rs  will be  as se s se d by inde pe nde nt  as s e s s ors .   Score s  will be  t a llie d by 

t he  Trave l Com m it te e  and re sult s  s hare d with the  t rave l he ad coach. 
1. The  as s e s s me nt  s core s  a re  NOT to be  s hare d with anyone  othe r t han 

t he  Trave l Com m it te e  and t he  he ad coach.  Unde r no circums tance s  
can t he s e  re s ult s  be  s hare d in any way with anyone  e ls e . 

G. The  8 U te am  will have  t ryouts  s ome t ime  in Fe bruary/March following the  
s am e  me thods  us e d during  t he  fall t ryout  s e s s ions . 

H. Once  te ams  are  chose n, t he  Trave l Dire ctor will e m ail out  acce pt ance  le t t e rs  
t o  playe rs /pare nt s . 

I. The  num be r of playe rs  in e ach age  group will de pe nd if we  have  B t e am s .   
This  is  re vie we d ye ar t o ye ar base d on part ic ipat ion. 

II. Winter workouts   
A. Will be  a t  t he  dis cre t ion of t he  coach.  
B. Workouts  will  be  ONLY one  t ime  a  we e k. 

1. Gilbe rt s ville  YMCA or The  Hit t ing  Club a re  gre at  re s ource s .  
2 . 11u and 12u age  groups  can add one  addit iona l pract ice  e ve ry othe r 

we e k but  ne e ds  Trave l Comm it t e e  approval. 
C. Workouts  s hould run for 10  we e ks   

1. 2nd we e k of January t hrough t he  m iddle  of March.  
2 . P laye rs  ne e d t im e  off too.  

D. P le ase , do not  m ake  t his  a  job for t he  boys . Othe r s port s  s hould come  firs t  
during  t he  wint e r m onths . We  s t rongly e ncourage  part icipa t ion in othe r 
act ivit ie s  during t he  wint e r m onths . 

E. The se  workout s  a re  opt iona l. 
III.  In-Town/Rec Season  

A. Whe n in-t own se as on s t a rt s  (End of March), in-t own will t ake  priorit y ove r 
advance d play.    

B. All t rave l coache s  a re  re quire d t o be  an as s is t ant  or he ad coach during in-
t own se as on. 

C. Your act ions  as  coache s  during  both t he  in-t own and t rave l s e as ons  will have  
cons e que nce s  if you a re  not  in com pliance  with t he  le ague ’s  Code  of 
Conduct .  

D. Advance d play pract ice  will be  de te rm ine d during  t he  winte r while  working  
with t he  BMBL pre s ide nt .   Typica lly pract ice s  have  be e n on We dne s days  
with one  day available  ove r t he  we e ke nd. 



 

 

 

IV. Advanced Play Schedules  
A. ALL tourname nts  mus t  be  approve d by t he  Trave l Comm it te e  prior t o  

s e nding  payme nt .   NO EXCEP TIONS 
B. Tourname nts  can s ta rt  no e arlie r t han Me m orial Day We e ke nd. 
C. Te ams  MUST com ple te  t he ir s e asons  by t he  3 rd we e k in July. 
D. Any part ic ipat ion in t ournam e nt s  out s ide  of t he se  da te s  mus t  be  approve d 

firs t  by t he  Trave l Comm it te e . 
E. Te ams  will be  able  to  e xt e nd t he ir s e as on and at t e nd a  Ripke n Mid-At lant ic  

or World Se rie s  t ournam e nt  a t  t he ir age  le ve l if achie ve d.    
1. Trave l s e as on is  e xpe cte d t o wrap up by t he  3 rd we e k of July s o 

t e am s  will NOT be  able  t o  buy the ir way into t he se  t ourname nts .  It  
m us t  be  e arne d.   

F. P ract ice  and fie ld s che dule s  will be  s e t  by the  s che duling coordina tor.  
G. Any change s  t o t his  s che dule  mus t  be  m ade  t o t he  s che duling coordina tor. 

1. No m oving game s /pract ice  loca t ions  or t ime s  without  firs t  not ifying  
t he  s che duling coordina tor.  

H. Ne w game s  and/or change s  t o e xis t ing  game s  
1. File  a  re que s t  us ing t he  Google  re que s t  form . 
2 . Se le ct  your fie ld of choice  and how m any  um pire s  you re quire . 
3 . Once  um pire s  and fie lds  a re  confirme d you will be  not ifie d. 

I. P ract ice  and fie ld s che dule s  loca t ions /t im e s  be gin  with t he  Black Be ars  
choos ing firs t  followe d by 11U and s o on.  

1. His torica lly and with no plans  on changing   
a ) 8 U's  primary pract ice  fie ld is  St it ze l fie ld.  
b) 9 U’s  primary pract ice  fie ld is  Boye rtown Re ar. 
c) 12U B’s   prim ary pract ice  fie ld is  Was hington. 

V. Field Maintenance  
A. Coache s  a re  re s pons ible  for m aint aining fie lds  a fte r e ve ry pract ice  and game  

(raking  bullpe ns , we e ding  park, dragging fie lds , wate ring  fie lds , lining  fie lds , 
e m ptying t ras h and as s is t ing in t he  s nack s tand).  Trave l coache s  and te am s  
will do m os t  of t he  volunt e e ring  a round t he  park t hroughout  t he  ye ar.   It ’s  
part  of t he  g ig .  P re pare   yourse lf, coaching s ta ff and pare nts  for this  
e xpe cta t ion. 

B. We  have  a  fie ld m ainte nance  s che dule  t ha t  ALL t rave l t e ams  mus t  follow.  
This  will be  dis t ribute d ove r t he  wint e r prior t o re c s e as on s t a rt ing . 

C. Your pract ice  fie ld is  yours .   If you find t ha t  your fie ld is  in ne e d of work, 
ne e ds  dirt  , m is s ing  e quipm e nt  or whate ve r it  m ay be , ple ase  bring t his  to  t he  
a t t e nt ion of the  Trave l Board and we  will work t o re s olve  any fie ld is s ue s .   If 
we  don’t  know we  can’t  he lp. 

 



 

 

 

 

VI. Fundraising  
A. All fundrais ing  plans  and ide as  mus t  be  approve d by t he  Trave l Comm it t e e . 
B. Te am bus ine s s  s pons ors hips  can only be  from  dire ct  playe rs ' family owne d 

bus ine s se s .    
1. Te ams  are  not  t o solicit  for donat ions  and/or s pons ors hips  
2 . Any non-fam ily bus ine s s  tha t  want s  t o s pons or mus t  go t hrough 

BMBL.  
C. Jus t  as  with fie ld s che dule s , fundrais ing  ide as  be gin with t he  Black Be ars  

t he n 11u and so on. 
D. Fundra is ing cannot  be  m ade  m andatory on your t e am s .   It  is  highly 

e ncourage d for fam ilie s  t o  part ic ipa te  but  it  cannot  be  m andatory. 
E. The  Snack s t and is  not  t o  be  use d as  a  me thod t o fundra ise .   Any it e ms  or 

m e rchandise  s old out  of the  Snack St and mus t  be  for BMBL or t he  Trave l 
organiza t ion as  a  whole .  

F. Ge ne ral Fundra is ing Sche dule : 
1. Following t he  las t  gam e  of t he  s e as on a ll fundrais ing m us t  s t op. 
2 . In t he  fa ll, a ft e r t e ams  are  s e le cte d and fundra is ing plans  approve d, 

t e am s  can be gin fundrais ing . 
3 . Te ams /Coache s /Fam ilie s  cannot  fundra ise  once  the  curre nt  s e as on 

e nds  and prior t o t he  ne xt  s e as on’s  t e am is  s e le ct e d and announce d.  
This  include s  prom ot ing  future  fundra is e rs . 

VII.  Misc.  
A. If is sue s  a ris e  t hroughout  t he  ye ar t hat  ne e d t o be  brought  up t o t he  Trave l 

Dire ctor and/or Trave l Comm it t e e  ple ase  make  s ure  t hose  is sue s  a re  
brought  up by t he  he ad coach and not  as s is t ant s . 

B. He ad Coache s  a re  ult imate ly re s pons ible  for t he ir t e ams  on and off t he  fie ld. 
C. If pare nt s  re que s t  a  me e t ing with a  coach, ple as e  work with t he  Trave l 

Comm it t e e  on s che duling  t o e ns ure  one  of t he  board me m be rs  is  pre se nt  
during  t his  m e e t ing .  You s hould not  be  having pare nt /coach m e e t ings  
without  a  board me m be r pre se nt . 

 

 

 



Break down for each age g roup  

● Black Bears  
○ $5 0 0  pe r playe r     
○  We e k long t ourname nt  (P ige on Forge , Tn. – e xam ple ) 
○ 7 or 8  Tota l Tourname nt s  (Le ague  t ourname nt  and we e k-long 

de s t ina t ion Include d) 
○ Ripke n Dis t ric t s  and Ripke n St at e s  
○ You will be  able  t o find 3  t o 4  othe r t ourname nt s  
○ Te am m ay choose  t o at t e nd a  winte r t ourname nt   (opt iona l) 
○ Approxim ate ly 5 0  game s  (Include s  le ague  play and t ourname nts ) 
○ Se as on Runs  Approximate ly t hird we e k of April unt il las t  we e k of July 

● 11U Team  
○ $4 0 0  pe r playe r 
○ 3  or 4  day t ourname nt  with ove rnight  s tay (Ripke n or othe r loca t ion) 
○ 6  tourname nt s  including  de s t ina t ion t ournam e nt  
○ Ripke n Dis t ric t s  and Ripke n St at e s  
○ You will be  able  t o find 3  othe r t ourname nts  
○ Te am m ay choose  t o at t e nd a  winte r t ourname nt   (opt iona l) 
○ Approxim ate ly 3 0 -3 5  game s  in t ota l 
○ Tourname nts  s ta rt  Me m oria l Day We e ke nd and se as on will conclude  

t hird we e k in July 
● 10U Team  

○ $3 0 0  pe r playe r 
○ 5  t ournam e nt s  in t ota l 
○ 4  USA Bat  t ournam e nts  with 1 non-USA bat  t ourname nt  
○ Ripke n Dis t ric t s  and Ripke n St at e s  
○ You will be  able  t o find 3  othe r t ourname nts  
○ Te am m ay choose  t o at t e nd a  winte r t ourname nt  (opt iona l) 
○ Approxim ate ly 25 -3 0  game s  in t ota l 
○ Tourname nts  s ta rt  Me m oria l Day and s e ason will conclude  t hird we e k in 

July 
● 9U Team  

○ $25 0  pe r playe r 
○ 4  Tourname nts  in t ot al 
○ USA bat  only t ournam e nt s  
○ Ripke n Dis t ric t s  and Ripke n St at e s  (Hos t  Te am ) 
○ You will be  able  t o find 2  t ourname nts  on your own  
○ Approxim ate ly 20  - 25  game s  in t ota l 
○ Tourname nts  s ta rt  Me m oria l Day We e ke nd and se as on will conclude  

t hird we e k in July 
○ Will a t t e m pt  t o  hos t  t he  9 U P a . South Eas t  St at e  Tournam e nt  e ve ry ye ar. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

● 8U Team  
○ $20 0  pe r playe r 
○ 3  Tourname nts  in Tot a l 
○ USA bat  only t ournam e nt s  
○ Ripke n Dis t ric t s  and Ripke n St at e s  (Mandatory t o work 9 U Sta te  

Tourname nt ) 
○ You will be  able  t o find 1 t ourname nt (s ) on your own if not  a lre ady take n 

care  of by t he  Trave l Com mit te e . 
○ Approxim ate ly 15  - 20  game s  in t ota l 
○ Tourname nts  s ta rt  Me m oria l Day We e ke nd and se as on will conclude  

t hird we e k in July 
○ 8 U t e am will be  re s pons ible  in as s is t ing  t he  9 U t e am during  t he ir s t a te  

t ournam e nt  
● Combined Teams  

○ Am ount  will be  de t e rm ine d whe n t he  t e am is  form e d and what  age  group 
t he y a re . 

○ Am ount  of t ourname nts  will be  de t e rm ine d whe n t e am is  forme d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 CONCLUSION  

● The manifesto exists to move the program through a series of progressions.  Each 
year should consist of building upon the preceding season.  The goal of our travel 
program is to develop athletes into baseball players capable of succeeding at the 
next level .  While playing to win is a fundamental element of the game, it cannot 
come  at the cost of development of a roster.   

● Please keep in mind that there are many factors beyond the program’s control 
while playing in tournaments.  You will be playing teams th at specialize in baseball 
12 months out of the year.  You will be playing teams that practice everyday of the 
week.  You will be playing teams that will sit kids a whole tournament.  Our 
program isn’t set up to chase any of them.  All of the above can harm  development 
by driving kids away.  We want to win in the right way, not the worst way.  This is 
the stepping stone to Bear Stadium and beyond.  Slow and steady wins the race.  

● Remember the formula.  The players are kids.  The coaches are volunteers.  The 
umpires are human.  You are helping to create lifelong memories these players will 
remember forever.  The friendships they make now will carry into adulthood and 
beyond.  Your impact on them, both positive and negative, also directs their path 
toward our ga me or away from our game.  Govern yourselves accordingly.   

CONSENT AGREEMENT  

Having read the above outline of the goals and direction of the program, I  agree to abide 
by and be held accountable for the above outlined provisions for the Advanced Play 
prog ram.  

 

 

NAME:_______________________  SIGNATURE:____________________________ 


